
The results for the 32nd ZONTA SPORTS AWARDS, 2023: 

 

CATEGORY ONE: The award for the most valued contribution to a team by a young sports 

woman or sportsman who is not eligible for nomination in Categories 4 or 6. 

 

Girls WINNER  Tinesha Benson, Christchurch Girls’ High School, equestrian 

Highly Commended Annabel Diprose, Christchurch Girls’ High School, adventure 

racing, orienteering 

 

Boys WINNNER  Harris Steel, St Andrew’s college, Rowing 

 

  

CATEGORY TWO: The award for contribution to sports administration by a young woman 

and a young man in a position of umpire, referee, coach, or tutor. 

 

Girls WINNER  Ava & Ella Costley, Avonside Girls’ High School, basketball 

Highly Commended Isla McPherson, Darfield High School, Head of Sport 

  

Boys WINNER   Ben McLauchlan, Cashmere High School, rugby, basketball 

 

 

CATEGORY THREE: The award for the most outstanding achievement by a young sports 

woman and a young sportsman with a disability. 

 

Individual WINNER Gaby Smith, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, swimming  

 

Team WINNER  Papanui High School Para Cross Country Team 

 

 

CATEGORY FOUR: The award for the most outstanding individual achievement by a young 

sportswoman and a young sportsman specialising in one sport.  

 

Girls WINNER  Meghan Baker, Cashmere High School, cycling 

Highly Commended Ruby Hewitt, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, rowing  

Natasha MacGibbon, Cashmere High School, canoe sprint 

Nicole Vance, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, rowing 

Alice Wallis, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, rowing 

Pheobe Wallis, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, rowing 

Annabel Wynn-Williams Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, rowing 

   

Boys WINNER  Sam Woodgate, St Bede’s College, rowing 

Highly Commended Oscar Clatworthy, Cashmere High School, rowing 

Glen Matthew, St Bede’s College, rowing 

Cooper Moore, St Bede’s College, golf 

 

  



CATEGORY FIVE: The awards for the most outstanding team of young sportswomen and 

sportsmen or mixed team. 

 

Girls WINNER  Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, Girls U18 Coxed Rowing Eight 

Highly Commended St Andrew’s College Girls Hockey 1st XI  

St Andrew’s College Senior Girls Basketball Team 

 

Boys WINNER  Lincoln High School Clay Target Team 

   St Thomas of Canterbury College Rugby League Team 

Highly Commended Shirley Boys’ High School Senior A Futsal Team 

St Bede’s College Boys 1st XI Hockey Team 

St Bede’s College Boys U18 Coxed Rowing Eight 

 

Mixed WINNER   Rolleston Mixed Touch Team 

 

CATEGORY SIX: The award for the best all round young sportswoman and young 

sportsman who has achieved in more than one sporting code 

 

Girls WINNER Penelope Taulafo, St Andrew’s College, hockey, rugby, 7's, 

volleyball, touch  

Highly Commended Charlotte Coughlan, St Margaret’s College, waterpolo, netball, 

rowing, basketball 

                            

Boys WINNER Donté Tahuhu-Wilson, St Thomas of Canterbury College, 

softball, rugby league 
 

 

 

CATEGORY SEVEN: The award for the most innovative school sport or physical activity 

programme 

 

WINNER   Darfield High School 

    St Thomas of Canterbury College 


